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torso of the young man who is the
subject of the tintype. This is only a
small portion of the tintype. The
tintype is actually dominated by the
photographic studio. Starting with a
close examination of the man's
clothing, it was possible to identify
some important points. The four-in
hand tie he is wearing is below the
fold ed collar, not enclosed by the
collar. He has no pocket watch fob or
cha in visible in his waistcoat. The
waistcoat and coat lapels are wide
and notched. The young mans boots
are clearly visible, non-militaly, and
show distinct left and right forms.
There is a ring visible on his left
hand , although the detail of the ring
canno t be made out. The coat and
waistcoat lapels, tie, and boots
strongly suggest a post War date.
The precise date is unclear.
The studio furniture includes a
wheeled ottoman that the young man
is sitting upon; drapes; and, a series
of carved or modeled items with

Burial ceremony held in Charleston of H.L. Hunley crew uncovered under Johnson Hagood
Stadium. (Photo by Jonathan Leade!')

mythological themes. The ottoman
and some of the statuary is more
familiar from the post War period.
One or two of these elements could
be argued as being the result of a
studio photographer up on the latest
imported fashions. However, the
aggregate of the costume and studio

items visible within the tintype
makes a date of 1864 or earlier
extremely difficult. Of equal interest
is that the young man is in civilian
clothes. Military officers during this
period of time were invariably
photographed i.n uniform. The
decision of a man as dedicated to the
military effort as Lt. George Dixon to
wear civilian attire in time of war
would be hard to fathom. For these
reasons, the analysis team concluded
that the tintype is not Lt. George
Dixon; and, that it is from a later time
period.
The SCIAA team's analysis was
definitively confirmed when the
Smithsonian forensic team did a
point for point comparison of Lt.
Dixon's skull aga inst the photograph.
This was made possible by the
recovery of Lt Dixon's mortal
rema i.ns in the last year. There was
no match. The final facial reconstruc
tion of Lt. Dixon has no w been
publicly unveiled. The result is that
there are renewed efforts to locate
period photographs and to make an
additional effort to fully document
the life of this extra ordi.nary indi
vidual.

Gold momento found in sailor's hand during excavation of H.L. Hunley crew under Johnson
Hagood Stadium. (Photo by Jonathan Leade!')
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